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	HAZARD
	WHO IS AT RISK?
	CONTROL MEASURES
	WHAT FURTHER ACTION IS NEEDED?

	TICK IF ALL IN PLACE

	Extreme weather, cold or sun/heat injury
	Young people and leaders
	· Seasonal (usually April – October) activity, consideration of forecast and amendment of plans, if necessary, use of suitable clothing and equipment, dry spare clothing and emergency equipment.
· Daily weather forecast obtained; route amended if needed or if extreme weather activity postponed/cancelled.
· All participants have suitable footwear, clothing and equipment (including food) to match expected conditions; suitable kit–check before departure.
· Leaders and young people to monitor each other especially in extreme weather. Particularly important when walking with hoods up, which will conceal individual’s condition 
	
	
Yes

	High temperatures/hot weather, high U.V: Sun Burn/ Skin Cancer;  Heat exhaustion; Heat stroke, hyperthermia 
	Young people and leaders
	· Young people should be encouraged to apply sunscreen, with a suitable sun protection factor (SPF30 recommended by British Association of Dermatologists). 
· Sunscreen should be reapplied regularly and carefully during the day particularly after perspiring, or towelling (85 percent of a product can be removed by towel drying).  
· Reliance on ‘once a day sun cream’ should be avoided and should be reapplied as with other sunscreen.
· Sunscreens should not be used as an alternative to clothing and shade, rather they offer additional protection.
· Young people to be advised to wear hats, shirts/t-shirts with collar and to apply sun cream regularly, (vest tops are to be avoided).  Leaders should consider removing individuals, on the grounds of safety, that do not follow this advice. 
· Young people to be regularly hydrated i.e. staff meeting at regular points with water supplies
· Leaders to carry spare water and meet with groups more regularly to provide additional water.
· If required, on an individual basis, group equipment to be removed as appropriate to allow for more water to be carried or to lighten the load.
· Potential altering of routes so that ascent is reduced, increased travel through wooded areas for shade, increased proximity to water supplies/meeting points with staff.
· Emphasise the need for young people to ‘visit the toilet’ and to not be embarrassed about doing so in the outdoors (in an appropriate manner) so that they are more likely to consume liquid rather than not consuming liquid because they don’t want to ‘visit the toilet’ whilst out walking. Alternatively, routes to be amended so that they pass through settlements with public toilets.

	
	
Yes

	Special needs of specific participants – medical, behavioural 
	Young people



	· Obtain information from parents
· Take advice from scout association SEND team if appropriate
· Make necessary arrangements for individual participants including individual risk assessments and additional leaders as necessary 
	
	
N/A

	Emergencies
	Young people and leaders
	· Contact details of parents, group leader.
· Leaders have instructions as to what to do in an emergency
· Leaders to download what3words app to phone
	


	
Yes

	Insufficient supervision
	Young people
	· Young people are provided with sufficient supervision for their competence, age and behaviour.
· Supervision ratio of approved expedition supervisors in line with scouting policy.
· Remotely Supervised Groups
· Monitoring continues in the field. The supervision arranged is flexible and may become tighter or looser as the situation dictates.
· Supervision plan to consider hazards on route such as crossing roads (particularly major roads).  
· Participants advised of supervision plan e.g. planned check points and dead letter drops. Young people advised of action to take if leaders are not at agreed check point within specified time period.
	
	
Yes

	Insufficient participant competence
	Young people 
	· Young people are trained appropriately before the venture and their competence to work independently is assessed by the leader. 
· Competence of young people is assessed and monitored
· Young people will be accompanied by a leader during their journey.

	
	
Yes


	Falls, drowning
	Young people and leaders
	· Route researched and if necessary pre-walked – specific hazards (road and railway crossing) risk assessed and if necessary avoided
	
	Yes

	Getting lost
	Young people and leaders
	· Approved leaders
· Young people have sufficient navigational skills
· Briefing and training of young people  
· Leaders remain in sufficient contact with young people to prevent significant errors
	
	Yes

	Injury illness or emergency 
	Young people and leaders
	· Approved leaders with first aid training. 
· Young people trained in emergency procedure and first aid
· Group carries first aid kit
· Information gained re medical conditions; medication carried
· Leader has planned emergency procedures
· Communications arranged with young people knowing how to contact supervising leader/summon help.
· Mobile phones fully charged. Young peoples use of mobile phones in line with scouting policy
· Use of appropriate apps – OS Locate, what 3 words
	

	
Yes

	Animals, insects, poisonous plants etc
	Young people and leaders
	· Brief group about dangers of infection from animal faeces (E coli) and preventative measures.  Wash hands after taking shoes off. Appropriate choice of location for rests and breaks.
· Avoid contact/injury from large animals (cattle, horses etc) If footpath crosses a field containing these animals assess the situation and act appropriately, e.g. cross quietly as a group or take another route. 
· Ensure those with known allergies carry medication/is immediately available.
· Ensure young people are able to identify any poisonous/toxic plants that they may come across such as giant hogweed.
	
	
Yes

	Ticks/Lyme Disease.
Symptoms of Lyme disease can include a slowly expanding circular reddish rash, flu-like feeling, fatigue, muscle and joint pain. If symptoms appear after activity (3-30 days) consult doctor and advise of when and where bitten by a tick.
	Young people and leaders
	· Be aware of tick habitat.
· Avoid walking through high grass/plants if possible – stick to path.
· Use insect repellent 
· Cover up as much as possible (long trousers, long sleeved top)
· Wear light coloured clothing if available to allow ticks to be seen
· Wear fully enclosed shoes (not sandals).
· Ticks to be removed correctly as soon as possible
	
	
Yes

	Traffic/road accident. No pavement 
	Young people and leaders
	· Route selected considering age and maturity of the group
· Use pavements when available
· Walking on road with no pavement kept to a minimum with long stretches of road walks avoided. 
· Walk in single file.
· Walk towards oncoming traffic.
· Walk on the outside of a bend. Crossing over then back again if necessary.
· Clear instructions/training given 
· Use high visibility clothing at back and front of group
	
	
Yes


	Traffic/road accident. Crossing Roads
	Young people and leaders
	· Use crossing/footbridge etc. if possible. 
· Extra caution if needing to cross at blind bend or close to a bow of a hill – avoid if possible 
· Supervision plan to consider hazards on route such as crossing roads (particularly major roads).  
· If needed staff to assess if best to cross as a group or groups all together or “crocodile style” 
	
	
Yes

	Camping

	Hazards on campsites used (drowning, falls,
Injury death)
	Young people and leaders
	· Each camp site used pre-visited and risk assessed by leader 
· Sufficient supervision is provided at camp site (indirect supervision is acceptable for competent participants)
	 
	
Yes

	Site security –  unauthorised entry by intruder or exit by participant
	Young people and leaders
	· Sites chosen with minimal public access
· Leaders sleep on site unless participants trained and assessed as sufficiently competent to camp under indirect supervision
	
	
Yes

	Equipment failure
	Young people and leaders
	· Equipment used has been properly maintained and checked before use.
· Any equipment provided by participants must be pre checked by appropriate staff to unsure sufficient/appropriate for planned activity and expected conditions.
	
	
Yes

	Fire, heat hazards (use of camping stoves)

	Young people and leaders
	· Use of flammable substances is at least 2 times height of tents away from tents
· Tents to be adequately spaced to allow free movement between them and to reduce the risk of fire spreading.
· Equipment used has been properly maintained and checked before use  
· If participants are using own stove staff this must check condition and that participants are proficient in its use.
· Stoves should be of the type with a stable base.
· All gas stoves (and lights) used must be of the type which use self-sealing cartridges/cylinders.
· No smoking or naked flames in sleeping tents
· Fire procedure understood by all
· Leader (or if indirectly supervised, participants) trained in burn treatment and burns treatment packs available
· Flammable fuel and cooking equipment only used by trained competent staff and participants (or by participants under close supervision of trained and competent staff)
· Training given to participants must be recorded
· Procedures agreed for use of stoves and refuelling – care to be taken to attach gas bottles correctly; lit stove never to be left alone; do not step over lit stove. 
· Gas cylinders must be changed in the open air away from sources of flame
· When using methylated spirit stoves consider using gel fuel (different burner required).
· Methylated spirit must be carried in one or more bottles specifically designed for the purpose and must be fitted with a push down release valve. The stoves must only be filled from these bottles.
· The spirit stove must not be refilled until the flame is completely extinguished and the stove has cooled.  If the stove is too hot to handle, then it is too hot to be refuelled.
· Stoves to be placed on level ground.  
· Pans should not be overfilled.
· Stoves should be lit using matches or stove lighter 
	
	Yes

	Hygiene
	Young people and leaders
	· Good practice followed. Groups are trained in basic hygiene
· Hands are washed before handling food
· Cooking/eating area left clear of food. 
	
	
Yes



ALTERNATIVE ACTIVITIES, PLAN B – What are your arrangements if your planned activities or visit cannot proceed as anticipated due to a change in circumstances such as severe weather, illness or other significant environmental or other factor(s).

	





ON-GOING RISK ASSESSMENT – Remember to assess the risks on the day and during the activity, many factors can change. Have an alternative activity (plan B) available and risk assessed in case it is needed (see above). Do not hesitate to alter or abandon the activity if the risks on the day become unacceptable.



EMERGENCY PLANNING – What is your plan for dealing with an accident or serious incident?

	First Aid staff to be on hand, emergency services called. Isolate young people away from the incident. Contact home for young person  








This generic risk assessment for school use identifies the common hazards and control measures associated with this type of visit or activity. Before undertaking the activity, schools must review the relevant risk assessments and amend to reflect the specific risks associated with their particular visit, including risks associated with travel, sites, activities and the group of participants.
	
SHARING RISK ASSESSMENT INFORMATION - How will you share risk assessment information with staff/participants involved:

	
Briefing on the Wednesday before the expedition and again on the morning of the expedition. 






LOCATION OF VISIT: 	Doncaster Sprotborough to Squirrel Wood 				DATE(S): 11th-12th July 2023
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