Risk assessment
	Name of activity, event, and location
	[bookmark: Text1]     
Squirrel Wood Scout Camp
CAMP FIRE CIRCLE
RISK ASSESSMENT
	Date of risk assessment
	 
21ST June 2026
	Name of person doing this risk assessment
	

Glynis Robinson

	
	
	Date of next review
	
21st June  2027
	
	



	What could go wrong?
What hazard have you identified?
What are the risks from it?
	Who is at risk?
	What are you going to do about it?
How are the risks already controlled?
What extra controls are needed?
How will they be communicated to young people and adults and remain inclusive to all needs?
	Review & revise
What has changed that needs to be thought about and controlled?

	A hazard is something that may cause harm or damage.
The risk is the harm that may occur from the hazard.
	For example: young people,
adult volunteers, 
visitors
	Controls are ways of making the activity safer by removing or reducing the risk.  
For example, you may use a different piece of equipment or you might change the way you do the activity.
	Keep checking throughout the activity in case you need to change what you’re doing or even stop the activity.
This is a great place to add comments which will be used as part of the review.

	
Open Fire

Risk-  
Burns, clothing ignition, fire spread


	
Young People

Adults/Leaders

Staff

	· Fire lit/managed by competent adults
· 2m safety boundary; no crossing boundary
· Water bucket available 
· Fire kept small and under control
· Fully extinguished before leaving
	[bookmark: Text2]     

	     
Behaviour Near Fire

Risk- 
Falls into fire, unsafe movement


	

Young People
	
· Safety briefing 
· Clear rules
· No running
· Controlled songs/games 
· Adults positioned around circle
	     

	
Trip Hazards
Risks –
Trip/Fall towards the Fire
	

Young People
		· Stable seating 
· Clear pathways; 
· Use torches/lanterns after dark; 
· Ground checked for hazards

	
· Do not climb over or stand on the logs.  
· Regular checks and maintenance on the logs



	

	
Wood Handling

Risk-
Splinters and Flare ups
	     


Adults
	     
· Only adults add wood
· Fire gloves to beused
· Woodpile stored safely 
· NO accelerants
· Ensure wood used is free from nails and debris
	     

	Environmental Conditions

Risk- 
Fire spread, unstable footing

	
All participants
	      
· Weather check     No fire in high winds/drought
· Fire pit inspected; 
· Area cleared of debris

	     

	Emergency Situations

Risk -
Burns, uncontrolled fire 

	
All participants
	· First aid kit with burn dressings 
· Emergency access clear
· Phone available to call 999
	


Don‘t forget, as part of your programme planning, you should have contingency activities in reserve just in case you can’t do what was planned or you need to stop half way through. Make sure this is shared with those involved, so everyone knows how to respond. You should have risk assessed contingency activities prior to them taking place and communicated key information to those involved as with all activities. 
[image: ]You can find more information in the Safety checklist for Section Volunteers and at scouts.org.uk/safety 
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